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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1878 edition. Excerpt: .said to be the oldest town in Germany, was the capital of the
Treviri, a tribe of Belgic Gauls, conquered B. C. 56 by Cresar, who converted it into a Roman colony, under the
name of Augusta Trevirorum, afterwards the occasional residence of the emperors. Under Constantine the
Great it was the capital of Gaul, and as a cradle of art, science, and commerce, became as it were a rival of
Rome herself. On the introduction of Christianity by Constantine, Agricius of Antioch was elected first bishop of
Treves, which for nearly fifteen centuries continued to be the residence of the bishops, archbishops, and
electors, till Clemens Wenceslaus, the last elector, transferred his residence to Coblentz in 1786. In 1794 the
French took the town, which became the chief town of the department of the Saar. It was made over to Prussia
in 1815. The most remarkable and best preserved of the antiquities of Treves is the Porta Nigra, to the study and
examination of which we devoted a whole day. This magnificent ruin, situated at the northerly extremity of the
town, has been and is still the subject of endless discussion as to its origin and antiquity, some enthusiastic
native archaeologist having even tried to discover traces of Celtic or Etruscan workmanship, --a theory totally
unsustainable. Later works, more worthy of serious consideration, ascribe its construction to either Constantine
or Gratian (fourth century), an opinion adopted by M. de Saulcy, in an account of...
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