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spirit, to its place of destination. Hence arose a source of lucre to
those who had the care of church bells, in the fees which were
paid for the ringing of these knells. They were at first voluntary
on the part of the deceased s relations, and depended much on
the degree of piety and affection in the surviving kindred. In
after times they became arbitrary exactions on the part of the
clerks; but towards the close of the fifteenth century, most
parishes had formed regulations for limitting this description of
fees, and thereby preventing parochial dissentions. In a MS.
belonging to that able and elaborate antiquarian Mr. Strutt, of
the early part of Henry the first s reign, the following limitations
of knell fees occur. Also as it happeth oftene tymes that ther
falleth discencione, and debate, betwene the parishens, and the
parishe clerkes,...
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