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CHAPTER XIV LEGAL ASPECTS AND THE EQUITIES Well-nigh
thirty years have passed since the beginning of the electoral
controversy which it has been the purpose of this volume to
describe. All the chief candidates, most of the party managers,
all but two of the members of the Commission, are dead. The
vast majority of living Americans have no personal
remembrance of the great dispute. The rights and wrongs of the
controversy no longer play a part in politics. It would seem,
therefore, that the time has come when the investigator may
hope to frame a judgment on the whole matter that will be free
from prejudice. As regards the election proper, it is manifest to
any candid mind that many regrettable things were done by
both parties. In the states of South Carolina and Louisiana, for
example, the white people had by a...
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