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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The American Scholar of the Twentieth Century: As
Address Before the Phi Beta Kappa Society of the Northwestern University American sovereigns were created in
such numbers by the American Revolution that it could not seem so great a thing for Franklin, or another, to
stand before kings unabashed by their artificial magnificence. As the result of that momentous happening, the
individual acquired a new dignity, and the simple virtues of upright manhood came to be held a more
important possession than quarterings or pedigrees. But there is a royalty of a different sort to which tribute
may be paid by the most democratically minded without any loss of self-respect. It is the royalty that holds
sway over the kingdoms of the intellect, and exacts a homage that we willingly bestow. So our American revolt
was declared against Tory ministers and Hanoverian kings, but by no means against the spiritual rule of
Shakespeare and Milton, which we continued gladly and reverently to acknowledge. Yet it must be confessed
that, with political independence achieved, our nation remained unduly subservient to the literature and the
scholarship of our mother country. It was one thing to give unqualified allegiance to the great poets and
thinkers whose fame was the inheritance of Americans no less than of Englishmen; it was quite another thing to
look across the seas for every fresh inspiration, to be doubtful of our own powers and self-deprecatory in all
matters of intellectual achievement, to remain uncertain concerning the value of our own work until it had
received the seal of transatlantic approval. One cannot read very far in the literature produced by the first half
century...
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