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Contains: Illustrations. Audience: General/trade. Book Description: Wireless was the most fabulous invention of
the 19th century: the public thought it was magic, the popular newspapers regarded it as miraculous, and the
leading scientists of the day (in Europe and America) could not understand how it worked. In 1897, when the
first wireless station was established by Marconi in a few rooms of the Royal Needles Hotel on the Isle of Wight,
nobody knew how far these invisible waves could travel through the ether, carrying Morse Coded messages
decipherable at a receiving station. (The definitive answer was not discovered till the 1920s, by which time radio
had become a sophisticated industry filling the airwaves with a cacaphony of sounds most of it American. )
Marconi himself was the son of an Italian father and an Irish mother (from the Jameson whiskey family); he
grew up in Italy and was fluent in Itali.
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