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The writer of a book is usually expected to show cause for its
production, - a custom which, however commendable as a sort
of homage to his readers for challenging their attention to his
lucubrations, must often put the ingenuity of an author to the
test. Indeed the writer of this present treatise would feel some
embarrassment in accounting for its production, did he not
entertain the conviction that he has, in however imperfect a
manner, supplied a work on several important subjects which
have never before been so placed before the public, and which,
moreover, occupy just now a most prominent position among
the topics of the day. In the last Parliament, up to the period of
its dissolution, a Special Committee of the House of Commons
was engaged in examining into the condition of lunatics and the
laws of lunacy; and the present Government has re-appointed
the Committee, in order to resume...
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