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0.lin.Excerpt: . .. had been asked by Captain Madden, he was too much of a gentleman, but somehow in telling
him of their past life on the ranch and of their acquaintance with his cousin, Frank Kent, naturally she had
spoken of their mine. 134 To Ruth this explanation did not appear unreasonable. Besides it did not seem of
importance then whether or not Captain Madden might be too much concerned in their private affairs.
Afterwards an evening came while Jean was away at the Princess villa when the Ranch girls chaperon had her
first awakening. The incident was a slight one in itself, yet aroused great uneasiness. Almost every pilgrim who
makes his way to Rome has the desire to see its ancient ruins by moonlight. And this had been Olives wish ever
since their arrival in the eternal city. Her suggestion was that some night they drive around the broken walls of
the Coliseum and afterwards wander about inside the Forum Romanum. Surely in the moonlight it would be
easier to forget the modern world! Perhaps one might even conjure up a mental picture of the great days of
pagan Rome, when these same decaying arches, columns and temples were monuments and buildings of
wonderful beauty. For it was past them that the Roman generals used once to lead their victorious cohorts
bringing home captive the barbarian armies of the western world. 135 One evening, rather laughing over her
friends enthusiasm, Jacqueline Ralston had repeated Olives ambition to Captain Madden. And straightway he
had suggested that the moonlight excursion actually take place, and that he be permitted to act as escort. The
moon was now almost in the full and certainly Rome was as...
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