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illustrated. 1914 edition. Excerpt: . . . it departed from impressionism. In turning away a little from nature, such
artindicates an abatement in the passion for nature which sustained the greatest impressionist art. It begins to
fall into line with conventional and with purely decorative art in the matter of flower-painting, for instance; no
longer is everything, almost to the scented air in which the flower sways, part of the impression to be rendered.
Instead, this art passes at once to the sense of pattern, to sensation of colour, eliminated from its context. It
attempts to go beyond nature. The satisfaction of the highly disciplined conscience for the truth to nature no
longer contents it; that gives place to sheer invention. Imagination, which enters into every kind of art, enters on
this occasion with a new intention. It is not now the endeavour of the artist to live, as it were, for a moment,
through complete sympathy in the flower while he paints it, and express his profound sense of its significant life,
but to place the flower on canvas or paper as an incident contributing to sensation, within a scheme in which
its individuality as an oflspring of nature is overlooked. We will not speak further of this school, nor attempt to
represent it in the illustrations to this article, which is retrospective in character, but we will turn again to the
decorative aspect of flowerpainting in its more general sense. -We have referred to those artists who, like...
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