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soldiers, disciplined by the same commanders, and having before their eyes in their more experienced
comrades such a perfect pattern of military excellence, were likely to emulate the good conduct of the veterans
themselves. Antonius, therefore, was eager to bring on a general action, and finding that the enemy remained
immovable within his lines, he endeavoured to make opportunities of fighting, by carrying a road through the
marsh on the leG of Cassius s camp, as if he designed to turn his position . It appears that an irregular
engagement was at last the consequence of these operations; for the details of which we can best rely on the
narrative of Plutarch, as he appears to have copied from the memoirs of M. Messala, an oIicer of the highest
rauk in the constitutional army, Mr Appian, 109, et aeq. 230 SUCCESSES ON BOTH SIDES. next to Brutus and
Cassius. According, then, to the statement of Messala, the leG of the Triumvirs army, which was the part
commanded by Augustus, was drawn out in order of battle in front of its camp, to eIect a diversion in favour
of Antonius. But the troops of Brutus making a sudden and unexpected sally, Messala himself, with a part of the
army, turned the leG flank of the enemy, pushed forwards at once to their camp, and carried it with little
opposition; while Brutus, assailing them at the same...
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