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indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: .is an ideal article for this purpose when the fracture is of a character
that can be maintained in fixation by it, since it is absorbable and need cause the surgeon no worry about its
removal. But whether the fixing be done by catgut, wire, metallic pegs, bone screws, dowels, or shoulder joining
and fixing by screws or pegs, the fixation in permanent manner, by some method, becomes absolutely
imperative where there is copious and deep discharge of pus and continued crepitus of the fragments on
motion. DISCUSSION. Dr. Thompson: The treatment of compound fracture as given in the paper is certainlv
commendable. If we followed it more frequently, we would have better results. Last spring | had a case of a
compound fracture of the upper third of the thigh A brakeman fell off a rapidly running train and both legs
were fractured: one at the ankle-joint and the other below the hip. | dressed the fracture of the thigh, which was
compound, and | attempted to get union by the ordinarv means of extension on an inclined plane, but it was
impossible to keep that upper fragment down; it would override the lower fragment in spite of anything | could
do. After keeping him in bed for six weeks without union, | placed him in one of the pneumatic splints. Finally
about seven weeks ago | had to cut down and wire the fragments together and at the present time | have good
union....
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